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 THE DOCUMENTARY PROOF THAT  

ELDERS JONES AND WAGGONER HAD STARTED  

TO TEACH  FUNDAMENTAL  

ERRORS  BY THE EARLY 1890’S. 

Compiled by R. Lee. 

NOTE:- All Bible texts are taken from the King James Version; and 

all emphasis has been supplied by the compiler. 
 

INTRODUCTION: - 

 Many conservative, historical Sabbath-keeping Adventists 

[whether those worshipping within the organized denomination, or 

those who worship independently of the organized denomination], 

diligently study the writings of Elder A. T. Jones and Dr. E. J. 

Waggoner of 1888 fame. Nearly all of the writings that are avail-

able today were written some years after the 1888 General Confer-

ence Session. Many of these sincere individuals have almost ele-

vated these later writings of Jones and Waggoner to the point of 

considering them among “our pioneers”; or they consider their post 

1888 teachings as found in these later books as being 100% pure, 

unadulterated truth.  

 I shall first document some of the errors that Jones and 

Waggoner were teaching from 1889 to 1892, which will set the 

ground work for a detailed examination of A.  T. Jones’ 1893 Gen-

eral Conference Sermons. These sermons are often studied dili-

gently by many sincere people, and they approach his sermons with 

the mindset that they are 100% pure, unadulterated truth. Having 

read the entire 1893 General Conference Bulletin through [and not 

just Jones’ sermons], the compiler has found that while there is 

much useful information contained therein, there is also much bla-

tant error found within Jones’ sermons. It is therefore the purpose 

of this Study Document to give direct extracts from Jones’ ser-

mons where he is teaching error, and then to show from the Scrip-

tures and the Testimony of Jesus, the truth in contrast with Jones’ 

errors. 
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WERE JONES AND WAGGONER TEACHING  
100% PURE, UNADULTERATED TRUTH  

BETWEEN 1888 AND 1892? 

 Sr. White did endorse much of what they were teaching at the 

1888 General Conference Session; and she did support and help them in 

carrying out their revival work for a couple of years after 1888. She de-

scribed their being used of the Lord and the message that they brought in 

the following words: -  
 
1888 Materials, p. 1336: - “The Lord in His great mercy sent a most pre-
cious message to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This 
message was to bring more prominently before the world the uplifted Sav-
iour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It presented justification 
through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteous-
ness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the command-
ments of God.” [Letter 57, 1895 - Written to O. A. Olsen, from Hobart, Tas-
mania, May 1, 1895.] 
 
 But a number of points need to be borne in mind: -Sr. White did 

NOT endorse everything that they taught at the 1888 General Conference 

Session. Nor did she  NOT endorse everything that they taught in the 

years immediately after 1888 as being 100% pure, unadulterated truth. In 

fact, she had to write letters trying to correct some of the exaggerated 

statements that they were making in their teachings, which could easily 

lead people into fanaticism. Let us give the documentary evidence to sub-

stantiate these two points.    
 
1888 Materials, pp. 163 & 164: - “Dr. Waggoner has spoken to us in a 
straightforward manner. There is precious light in what he has said. Some 
things presented in reference to the law in Galatians, if I fully under-
stand his position, do not harmonize with the understanding I have 
had of this subject; but truth will lose nothing by investigation, therefore I 
plead for Christ's sake that you come to the living Oracles, and with prayer 
and humiliation seek God.  … Some interpretations of Scripture given by 
Dr. Waggoner I do not regard as correct.” [Minneapolis, Minnesota, No-
vember 1888 - Ms 15, 1888.] 
 
1888 Materials, p. 566: - “I believe without a doubt that God has given pre-
cious truth at the right time to Brother Jones and Brother Waggoner. Do I 
place them as infallible? Do I say that they will not make a statement 
or have an idea that cannot be questioned or that cannot be error? Do I 
say so? No, I do not say any such thing. Nor do I say that of any man in 
the world. But I do say God has sent light, and do be careful how you treat 
it.” [Manuscript 56, 1890 - Remarks of Mrs. E. G. White at the Bible School 
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February 7, 1890.] 
 Sr. White had to caution Jones in early 1890, about making unwise 

or unbalanced statements in his public teachings regarding the righteous-

ness of Christ and faith and works. 
 
Letter 55, 1890: - “I commenced a letter to you but did not finish it in 
regard to statements that I heard you make that there were no condi-
tions implied in our receiving the righteousness of Christ. Now what-
ever may be your position in this, please, withhold the statements of this 
character for it does confuse the mind. There are promises on condition 
and when one such statement may be incautiously made, then a capital 
is made out of it.” [To A. T. Jones – February 17, 1890.] 
 
 Sr. White had to repeat this caution to Jones just over three 

years later in Letter 44, 1893, which was written in April 1893.  
 
1888 Materials, pp. 1165 & 1166: - “Brother A. T. Jones, I wish to call your 
attention to another matter. I was attending a meeting, and a large congre-
gation were present. In my dream you were presenting the subject of 
faith and the imputed righteousness of Christ by faith. You repeated 
several times that works amounted to nothing, that there were no con-
ditions. The matter was presented in that light that I knew minds 
would be confused, and would not receive the correct impression in 
reference to faith and works, and I decided to write to you. You state 
this matter too strongly. There are conditions to our receiving justifi-
cation and sanctification, and the righteousness of Christ. I know your 
meaning, but you leave a wrong impression upon many minds.”  {1888 
1165.1} 
      “While good works will not save even one soul, yet it is impossible 
for even one soul to be saved without good works. God saves us under a 
law, that we must ask if we would receive, seek if we would find, and 
knock if we would have the door opened unto us. Christ offers Himself as 
willing to save unto the uttermost all who come unto him. He invites all to 
come to Him. "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.' You look 
in reality upon these subjects as I do, yet you make these subjects, through 
your expressions, confusing to minds. And after you have expressed your 
mind radically in regard to works, when questions are asked you upon this 
very subject it is not laying out in so very clear lines in your own mind that 
you can not define the correct principles to other minds, and you are your-
self unable to make your statements harmonize with your own principles 
and faith.”  {1888 1165.2} 
 “The young man who came to Jesus with the question, "Good Mas-
ter, what thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?" and Christ saith 
unto him, 'Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is 
God: but if you wilt enter into life keep the commandments,' He saith unto 
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him, 'Which?' Jesus quoted several, and the young man said unto him, 'All 
these things have I kept from my youth up; what lack I yet?' Jesus said 
unto him 'If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me,' 
Here are conditions, and the Bible is full of conditions.”  {1888 1165.3} 
      “But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sor-
rowful: for he had great possessions.' Then when you say there are no 
conditions, and some expressions are made quite broad, you burden 
the minds, and some can not see consistency in your expressions. They 
cannot see how they can harmonize these expressions with the plain 
statements of the Word of God. Please guard these points. These strong 
assertions in regard to works, never make our position any stronger. 
The expressions weaken our position, for there are many who will con-
sider you an extremist, and will loose the rich lessons you have for 
them, upon the very subjects they need to know.”  {1888 1165.4} 
      “Christ said, 'If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow me.' I feel such an intense interest 
that every soul shall see, and understand and be charmed with the consis-
tency of the truth. The evidence of our love to Christ is not pretension; 
but practice. My brother, it is hard for the mind to comprehend this 
point, and do not confuse any mind with ideas that will not harmonize 
with the word. Please to consider that under the teaching of Christ many 
of the disciples were lamentably ignorant; but when the Holy Spirit that 
Jesus promised, came upon them and made the vacillating Peter the cham-
pion of faith. What a transformation in his character. But do not lay one 
pebble for a soul that is weak in the faith to stumble over, in over-wrought 
presentations or expressions. Be ever consistent, calm, deep, and solid. Do 
not go to any extreme in anything, but keep your feet on solid rock. O 
precious, precious Saviour. 'He that hath my commandments and keepeth 
them, he is it that loveth me, and he that believeth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.'”  {1888 
1165.5} 
 

NOTE:- This letter can be found in full in the 1888 Materials, pp. 

1164 – 1166. 
 
 He himself acknowledged in his reply to Sr. White that he did in-

deed use such unwise and unbalanced expressions concerning the righteous-

ness of Christ and faith and works in his public teachings. 
 
“Dear Sr. White:” 
 “Your communication -- the Testimony -- sent in April was re-
ceived. I am glad to say, I accept it fully, and am thankful that the Lord is 
so careful of me that He points out dangers, and warns and cautions, to 
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keep me in the right way. I do not want ever to be left to myself. It is so 
much better to be kept from sinning than to fall into sin and even be saved 
from it; as obedience is better than sacrifice. I desire only that my ears 
may ever be open to hear as the learned in the way of the Lord.” 
 “… The other part of the Testimony, that which corrects my 
own personal mistake in speaking this also is thankfully received and 
has been applied and is followed. I know that all my wish is to help the 
people to find Christ in truth as He is, and in His fullness, and that in the 
best way. So I thank the Lord for pointing out any defect in my manner 
of presenting the truth that would hinder rather than help the people 
to find Him.” Manuscripts and Memories of Minneapolis 1888, p. 270 - [A. 
T. Jones to E. G. White; letter dated August 14, 1893.] 
 
 

1889 
ERROR:- 
 At the Camp Meeting held in Kansas in May, 1889, Elder A. T. 

Jones taught that the Sabbath Commandment has reference ONLY to 

man’s spiritual needs, and has no reference at all to man’s physical needs or 

for his need to rest. 

 
The 1889 Camp Meetings Sermons, p. 1 – Sermon entitled – “Keeping the 
Sabbath”:- “Now let us notice another point. The commandment is not 
given, as men assert, because of man’s physical necessities. Man’s 
physical nature or needs are not considered at all. Man’s spiritual na-
ture alone is considered. Man is to rest simply because God did so. Not 
because his physical nature needs it. … This argument that man needs a 
day of rest in seven is a fraud and based upon a fraud. There is nothing 
in the commandment or its requirements in reference to man’s physical 
wants.” 
 
IBID., p. 52 – Sermon entitled – “The Evil Effect of Sunday Laws”: - 
“Further, man’s physical needs are not considered in it at all. We are to 
work six days because God did so, and rest the seventh day because He 
did; not for us to rest because it may endanger our health, but we work 
and rest because the Lord did so, and not because man needs “one day 
in seven for physical rest.”” 
 
TRUTH: -  
 The Testimony of Jesus clearly teaches that the Sabbath was 

given by God to mankind for his spiritual AND physical health and rest. 

[The following plain statements place Elder Jones at variance with the 

Lord’s messenger on this point.] 
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Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 2, pp. 196 & 197: - “"The Sabbath was made 
for man," to give him rest and peace, and remind him of the work of his 
Creator, not to be a grievous burden.”  {2SP 196.2}  
 
Special Testimony to Battle Creek Church – 1898, p. 34: - “In giving the 
Sabbath, God considered man's spiritual and physical health.”  {PH086 
34.1} 
 

 
1890: 

ERROR:- 
 Waggoner in his 1890 book, “Christ and His Righteousness” taught 

that when Christ became flesh and took on our nature, he resisted tempta-

tion and sin, by the use of his Divine nature and power that dwelt within 

him. 

 
Christ and His Righteousness, pp. 28 & 29: - “One more point, and then we 
can learn the entire lesson that we should learn from the fact that "the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." How was it that Christ could 
be thus "compassed with infirmity" (Heb. 5:2), and still know no sin? Some 
may have thought, while reading thus far, that we were depreciating the 
character of Jesus, by bringing him down to the level of sinful man. On the 
contrary, we are simply exalting the "Divine power" of our blessed Sav-
iour, who Himself voluntarily descended to the level of sinful man, in or-
der that He might exalt man to His own spotless purity, which He retained 
under the most adverse circumstances. His humanity only veiled His Di-
vine nature, by which He was inseparably connected with the invisible 
God, and which was more than able successfully to resist the weaknesses 
of the flesh. There was in His whole life a struggle. The flesh, moved 
upon by the enemy of all righteousness, would tend to sin, yet His Di-
vine nature never for a moment harbored an evil desire, nor did His 
Divine power for a moment waver. Having suffered in the flesh all that 
men can possibly suffer, He returned to the throne of the Father as spot-
less as when He left the courts of glory. When He lay in the tomb, under 
the power of death, "it was impossible that He should be holden of it," be-
cause He "knew no sin."  
 “But someone will say, "I don't see any comfort in this for me. To 
be sure, I have an example, but I can't follow it, for I haven't the power that 
Christ had. He was God even while on earth; I am but a man." Yes, but you 
may have the same power that He had if you want it. He was "compassed 
with infirmity," yet He "did no sin," because of the Divine power con-
stantly dwelling within Him.” 
 
TRUTH: - 
 Christ overcame all the temptations that he experienced while 
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taking upon him our fallen nature, through his perfect trust and faith in his 

Father’s power, and NOT through using his own Divine nature and power to 

resist temptation, as Waggoner teaches. 
 
John 5:19 & 30: - “Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like-
wise.  …  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 
judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Fa-
ther which hath sent me.” 
 
John 8:28: - “Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of 
man, then shall ye know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself; 
but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.” 
 
John 14:10: - “Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father 
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.”   
  
Redemption, Book 2, p. 87: - “There are many who fail to distinguish be-
tween the rashness of presumption and the intelligent confidence of faith. 
Satan thought that by his temptations he could delude the world's Re-
deemer, to make one bold move in manifesting his divine power, to cre-
ate a sensation, and to surprise all by the wonderful display of the power 
of his Father in preserving him from injury. He suggested that Christ 
should appear in his real character, and by this masterpiece of power, es-
tablish his right to the confidence and faith of the people, that he was in-
deed the Saviour of the world. If Christ had been deceived by Satan's 
temptations, and had exercised his miraculous power to relieve him-
self from difficulty, he would have broken the contract made with his 
Father, to be a probationer in behalf of the race.”  {2Red 87.1} 
 
Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 2, pp. 92 & 93: - “In becoming man's substitute, 
and conquering where man had been vanquished, Christ was not to 
manifest his divine power to relieve his own suffering, for fallen man 
could work no miracles in order to save himself from pain, and Christ, as 
his representative, was to bear his trials as a man, leaving an example 
of perfect faith and trust in his Heavenly Father.”  {2SP 92.4} 
 
 
 
ERROR:- 
 Waggoner taught that the forgiveness of our sins involves our sins 

being canceled in the books of record in heaven. (i.e. instance sanctifica-

tion.)  
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Christ and His Righteousness, pp. 65 & 66: - “But we will carry the figure a 
step further, and that will relieve the matter of all difficulty. Zech. 3:1-5 
furnishes the solution; it reads thus:-  
 “And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the 
Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at His right hand to resist Him. And 
the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord 
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee; is not this a brand plucked out of 
the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before 
the Angel. And He answered and spake unto those that stood before Him, 
saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him He said, 
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe 
thee with change of raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair miter upon his 
head. So they set a fair miter upon his head, and clothed him with gar-
ments. And the Angel of the Lord stood by." 
 “Notice in the above account that the taking away of the filthy gar-
ments is the same as causing the iniquity to pass from the person. And so 
we find that when Christ covers us with the robe of His own righteous-
ness, He does not furnish a cloak for sin, but takes the sin away. And this 
shows that the forgiveness of sins is something more than a mere form, 
something more than a mere entry in the books of record in heaven, to 
the effect that the sin has been canceled. The forgiveness of sins is a real-
ity; it is something tangible, something that vitally affects the individual. It 
actually clears him from guilt; and if he is cleared from guilt, is justified, 
made righteous, he has certainly undergone a radical change. He is, in-
deed, another person. For he obtained this righteousness for the remission 
of sins, in Christ. It was obtained only by putting on Christ. But "if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature." 2 Cor. 5:17. And so the full and free for-
giveness of sins carries with it that wonderful and miraculous change 
known as the new birth; for a man cannot become a new creature except 
by a new birth. This is the same as having a new, or a clean, heart.” 
 
TRUTH: -  
 The prophet Ezekiel teaches that if a righteous man turns from 

his righteousness and commits sin, he shall die for the sins which he has 

committed. The righteous man’s sins which had previously been forgiven 

him are obviously not canceled as far as God’s records are concerned. 
 
Ezekiel 18:24 & 26: - “But when the righteous turneth away from his right-
eousness, and committeth iniquity, [and] doeth according to all the abomi-
nations that the wicked [man] doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness 
that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath 
trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. … 
When a righteous [man] turneth away from his righteousness, and com-
mitteth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall 
he die.” 
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 Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful debtor plainly teaches us that the 

forgiveness of our sins is conditional, and in the parable, the unmerciful 

debtor had to pay back the entire debt his master had previously forgiven 

him – See Matthew 18:23 – 35. Certainly this indicates that the forgiveness 

of our sins does not cancel the record of them as far as God is concerned. 

 The above teaching of Waggoner’s is directly in conflict with the 

truth of the Heavenly Sanctuary doctrine as outlined by the Testimony of 

Jesus. The pen of inspiration teaches us, that while our sins our forgiven by 

repentance and faith, they are transferred to the Books of Record within 

the Heavenly Sanctuary. 

 
1884 Great Controversy, pp. 265 & 266: - “Important truths concerning 
the atonement may be learned from the typical service. A substitute 
was accepted in the sinner's stead; but the sin was not canceled by the 
blood of the victim. A means was thus provided by which it was trans-
ferred to the sanctuary. By the offering of blood, the sinner acknowledged 
the authority of the law, confessed his guilt in transgression, and ex-
pressed his desire for pardon through faith in a Redeemer to come; but he 
was not yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law. On the 
day of atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the con-
gregation, went into the most holy place with the blood of this general of-
fering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy-seat, directly over the law, to make 
satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, he took the 
sins upon himself, and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands 
upon the head of the scape-goat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus 
in figure transferring them from himself to the goat. The goat then bore 
them away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the people. 
… As the sins of the people were anciently transferred, in figure, to the 
earthly sanctuary by the blood of the sin-offering, so our sins are, in 
fact, transferred to the heavenly sanctuary by the blood of Christ. And 
as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of 
the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the heav-
enly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins 
which are there recorded. This necessitates an examination of the books of 
record to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are 
entitled to the benefits of his atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary 
therefore involves a work of investigative Judgment. This work must be 
performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem his people; for when he 
comes, his reward is with him to give to every man according to his works. 
[REV. 22:12.]”  {4SP 266.1} 
 

1891 
ERROR:- 
 The last document written by E. J. Waggoner before he died on 
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May 28, 1916, was a “Confession of Faith.” In this document he reveals that 

he had believed for many years serious errors that were in conflict with 

the truth of the Heavenly Sanctuary doctrine. Waggoner considered these 

erroneous beliefs to be “light”. Within this document Waggoner reveals 

that 25 years before [this would takes us back to the year 1891], that he 

dropped the truth of the cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary in 1844. 

Waggoner believed that sin is a condition that can only exist in a person. 

Therefore, there could be no such thing as the transferring of sins to the 

heavenly Sanctuary, but as he was not a belligerent man, he kept his mouth 

shut on what he considered was not Biblical, and he preached his version of 

the message. [I have reproduced in full this “Confession of Faith” in the 

APPENDIX.] 

 
Confession of Faith – by E. J. Waggoner; 1916, pp, 14 & 15 & 29: - “Also, 
twenty-five years ago, these truths, coupled with the self-evident truth 
that sin is not an entity but a condition that can exist only in a person, 
made it clear to me that it is impossible that there could be any such 
thing as the transferring of sins to the sanctuary in heaven, thus defil-
ing that place; and that there could, consequently, be no such thing, 
either in 1844, A. D., or at any other time, as the “cleansing of the heav-
enly sanctuary.” … Besides, I was never a belligerent, and as I always held, 
and do still, what I deemed to be the really essential truths of the message, 
I contented myself with teaching them, and holding my peace concern-
ing things that I knew were not Biblical.” 
 
TRUTH: -  
 Sin is defined in the Scriptures as “the transgression of the law”. 

The Testimony of Jesus clearly reveals that sins are in reality transferred 

to the heavenly Sanctuary, which necessitates a cleansing of this Sanctu-

ary commencing in 1844.  
 
1 John 3:4: - “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for 
sin is the transgression of the law.” 
 
1884 Great Controversy, p. 316: - “Our only definition of sin is that given 
in the word of God; it is "the transgression of the law."  {4SP 316.2}   
 
IBID., p.p. 265 & 266: - “After his ascension, our Saviour began his work as 
our high priest. Says Paul, "Christ is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into Heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us." [HEB. 9:24.] In harmony with the 
typical service, he began his ministration in the holy place, and at the ter-
mination of the prophetic days in 1844, as foretold by Daniel the 
prophet, he entered the most holy to perform the last division of his 



 11 

solemn work,--to cleanse the sanctuary.”  {4SP 265.2} 
      “As the sins of the people were anciently transferred, in figure, 
to the earthly sanctuary by the blood of the sin-offering, so our sins 
are, in fact, transferred to the heavenly sanctuary by the blood of 
Christ. And as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the 
removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing 
of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of 
the sins which are there recorded. This necessitates an examination of the 
books of record to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in 
Christ, are entitled to the benefits of his atonement. The cleansing of the 
sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigative Judgment. This work 
must be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem his people; for 
when he comes, his reward is with him to give to every man according to 
his works. [REV. 22:12.]”  {4SP 266.1} 
 
The Paulson Collection, p. 61: - “Any man who seeks to present the theo-
ries which would lead us from the light that has come to us on the min-
istration in the heavenly sanctuary, should not be accepted as a 
teacher.” {PC 61.4} 
 
  

1891 – 1892 
ERROR:- 
 Jones and Waggoner with W. W. Prescott were going to extremes 

in relation to their teachings in praying for the sick. They exhorted people 

to just believe that they had been healed after they had been prayed for, 

and to lay aside health treatments for their restoration to health. Some 

people actually died in Battle Creek because of following their extreme 

teaching. 

 This little known history of Jones and Waggoner’s extreme teach-

ing on this issue is documented below. 

 
Manuscripts and Memories of Minneapolis 1888, p. 183: - “At present 
there is a somewhat strained condition of things. I have great respect from 
Brn. A T. Jones, E. J. Waggoner, and Prof. Prescott, and believe that they 
have been the instrumentalities in the hands of God of doing much good. 
But in connection with their work there have been some extreme ex-
pressions used, and at times extreme positions taken, which have not 
strengthened the good work that they were trying to do, but on the 
other hand it has given others an opportunity to criticize, which it seems 
to me might have been avoided. … The positions that have been taken on 
healing, and some other matters, have brought about, as I have stated, 
quite a strained condition of things. I feel so very thankful for the testi-
monies that you have sent, and especially the one dated at Victoria, Aus-
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tralia, January 21, addressed to “The Brethren and Sisters in Battle Creek, 
and to all who need these words.” I think this testimony will have a great 
tendency to relieve the situation, and will help the brethren that I have 
mentioned to understand how they can make their work more effectual 
for good, and will also show others the wrong course they are taking in 
their criticism and opposition.” [O. A. Olsen to E. G. White; letter dated 
March 10, 1892.] 
 
IBID., pp. 187 - 189: - “I hope the cautions you gave in your letter to the 
General Conference Committee, or to Eld. Olsen, which was read before 
the General Conference Committee, will have the effect to lead to a more 
consistent course of action, as not a little mischief has been done by the 
unwise course which has been pursued. Elders A. T. Jones and Prescott 
only a short time before Miss Affolter’s death challenged me to state 
whether I believed she was healed or not. I declined to express an opin-
ion further than to say that I had seen no positive evidence that she 
was healed, but had seen many evidences that she was declining and 
did not believe she would live more than a few weeks. They were horri-
fied at my unbelief. I have had no conversation with them since her 
death, but if their course is consistent with previous courses in similar 
cases, they will maintain that she was healed, but that in some way or 
other the disease got hold of her again and that she died in conse-
quence. My opinion is that the course pursued in her case hastened her 
death. Her cough never left her, although she endeavored to suppress 
it, and up to the very last day of her life she would not allow herself to 
expectorate, although her lungs must have been nearly consumed by 
decay, but resolutely swallowed the corruption so as to suppress this 
evidence of the disease. When teaching our children she would fre-
quently be seized with coughing fits, but in her determination not to 
cough, would place her hand to her throat and choke herself until she 
was black in the face and frothed at the mouth. This was a common 
everyday occurrence; but instead of the truth being recognized, the 
brethren, and the leading brethren too, reported that she was having 
daily struggles with the Devil, in which the enemy seized her by the 
throat until black in the face and frothed at the mouth. … It seems to me 
that when she was prayed for and apparently blessed -- as I have no rea-
son to doubt was the case -- the mistake was in considering that the 
Lord had done everything and that there was nothing left for her to do. 
Instead of taking this course it seems to me she ought to have done every-
thing possible to improve and build up her health. … Bro. A. T. Jones, when 
I presented before him what I believed to be your position, and read to 
him from the Testimonies, laughed and said, “If you should pray in that 
way for the sick, you would not know whether they were healed or not” 
which I very frankly admitted, upon which he and Prof. Prescott laughed 
long and loud, and repeated over and over to me, “If you should go with 
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others to pray for a sick person and simply asked for the Lord’s will to be 
done, when you came away you could not tell, if you were asked, whether 
anything was done or not.” I admitted that I could not, which they thought 
was a very weak admission for a man who professed to be a Christian, and 
assured me that one who stood upon strictly Bible ground was permitted 
“to know.” … Your letters, I hope, will place them right and save them from 
the sad results of continuing to pursue an extreme course which will cer-
tainly lead to catastrophies of the worst sort if pursued.”   [Dr. J. H. Kellogg 
to E. G. White; letter dated April 21, 1892.] 
 
IBID., pp. 192 & 193: - “I have had no little perplexity in consequence of 
fanatical conduct growing out of the teaching of Jones and Waggoner 
on the subject of the exercise of faith in behalf of the sick. One woman 
has been placed in our hands at the Sanitarium insane (violently so), 
another nearly insane, and several more in a most pitiable condition. 
Three persons have died, whose lives might have been saved, appar-
ently at least, by the proper use of means, and which they were encour-
aged to believe were unnecessary and could not be used without a de-
nial of their faith. I have the most positive evidence that the teaching of 
Elder Jones had led directly to this unfortunate result, and suppose that 
Dr. Waggoner’s teaching is the same, but have no positive knowledge.” 
 “I make no charges against these excellent brethren. I know they 
are doing a good work. The principles which they teach are certainly in the 
main sound. They have done the people much good and have done me 
good, and I hope will do me more good, but some positions they take seem 
to me to be untenable, unreasonable and utterly at variance with the 
teaching of your own writings both old and recent. Dr. Neal became a fa-
natic and was lost to our work in consequence, greatly to my distress and 
no small inconvenience. Patients under care of our physicians and under 
my own care have been snatched out of our hands and have gone down 
into the grave apparently as the result of imprudence through bad advise-
ment and the belief that faith was the only thing needed. Must we sit si-
lently by and make no protest? I cannot believe it right or manly to do so, 
and shall not.” 
 “… The nature of the error, from my standpoint, is the same when 
the sick are instructed that after being prayed for they need not and can-
not consistently make further use of means for relief of the disease which 
they have asked the Lord to heal, and when Dr. Waggoner says that right 
habits are not a means but an end. Your own teaching that we should pray 
and work both has always seemed to me most sensible and reason-
able.” [Dr. J. H. Kellogg to E. G. White; letter dated May 27, 1892.] 
 
 Sr. White wrote at least two Testimonies to try and correct this 

extreme teaching of Jones and Waggoner.  
“To the Brethren and Sisters in Battle Creek, and to all who need these 
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words” – Letter 93, 1892 - dated January 21, 1892; 

Manuscript 26a, 1892 – dated July 5, 1892. [This has been reproduced in 

the Appendix.] 

 
 
DOCUMENTING SOME OF THE BLATANT ERRORS OF A. T. JONES’ 1893  

GENERAL CONFERENCE SERMONS: - 
 

NOTE:- The Pages numbers in the following sermons of Jones are from 

the 1893 General Conference Daily Bulletin. 

 

ERROR:- 

 Jones teaches that the Protestant Churches had not joined them-

selves to another husband other than Jesus until 1892. 

 
SERMON 4, p. 93: - “They say it, and it is so. Until now these churches had 
not joined themselves to the powers of the earth. They had many bad 
ways; they were doing many things that were out of harmony with the 
gospel; they had fallen away from Christ; but a woman may leave her hus-
band, and yet not be joined to another man; there is hope for her still to 
come back to her husband. But when she has joined herself to another 
man, what then? - She is gone completely; she is an adulteress indeed; she 
cannot be brought back. Although they had wandered away from Christ, 
yet they had not joined themselves to another until 1892. Then they 
deliberately joined themselves to another, - to the government of the 
United States, and seized upon the power of this nation. They made this 
their husband, their dependence, and source of help, instead of the Lord. 
Are not these churches just as truly apostate as the Papal church herself 
when she did it? Is not Babylon the mother and daughters complete? What 
is she the mother of? - "Harlots and abominations of the earth"; (Rev. 17:4, 
5) and so they themselves are the daughters, - it has been said for them, 
and not one of them has disputed it.” 
 
TRUTH: -  
 The Testimony of Jesus teaches that in 1844, when the Protestant 

Churches fell under the preaching of the 2nd Angel’s message, they became 

Babylon; and that since that time [that is, since 1844], Satan has taken 
full possession of them as a body. When the Protestant Churches re-

jected the 1st Angel’s message of the 2nd Advent of Jesus, the Lord re-

jected them.  

 
1858 Great Controversy, p. 189: - “I saw the state of the different 
churches since the second angel proclaimed their fall. They have been 
growing more and more corrupt; yet they bear the name of being Christ's 
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followers. … Satan has taken full possession of the churches as a 
body.”{1SG 189.1} 
 
1884 Great Controversy, pp. 232 & 234: - “When the churches spurned 
the counsel of God by rejecting the Advent message, the Lord rejected 
them. The first angel was followed by a second, proclaiming, "Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication." [REV. 14:8] This message was un-
derstood by Adventists to be an announcement of the moral fall of the 
churches in consequence of their rejection of the first message. The proc-
lamation, "Babylon is fallen," was given in the summer of 1844, and as the 
result, about fifty thousand withdrew from these churches. … God looks 
down upon these apostate bodies, and declares them daughters of a har-
lot. To secure the favor and support of the great men of earth, they 
have broken their solemn vows of allegiance and fidelity to the King of 
Heaven.”  {4SP 234.1} 
NOTE:- Thus the Protestant Churches were indeed joined to another hus-

band other than Jesus Christ well before 1892! 
 
 
ERROR:- 
 Jones teaches Sabbath-keepers to continue to defy the civil au-

thorities and keep working on Sunday, until their refusal to stop working on 

Sunday will eventually bring the death penalty upon them. 
 
SERMON 6, pp. 125 & 126: - “The man who compromises with Sunday 
laws to the extent that he will stop work and observe Sunday because 
the law says so, while still thinking that he is keeping the Sabbath, has 
put Satan above Christ. He is putting dependence upon earthly power; 
but in whose hands is that power? - In the hands of Satan. Then is he not, 
according to his own profession and actions, depending on Satan just as 
much as upon Christ? Are they partners? - No sir. Well then let us not let 
him come into the partnership, brethren. No man who holds his allegiance 
to the third angel's message will allow Satan to come into such a partner-
ship as that.”  
 “… Now, people who do not obey the Sunday laws, of course are 
fined, and they don't pay their fine - Sabbath-keepers don't, of course. 
They have to go to prison to satisfy the fine, and they serve out the time 
and they are turned out. Then they go to work on Sunday again. And 
then they are fined again; and are imprisoned to serve out the fine, and 
then turned out again. They go to work on Sunday again, of course, when 
it comes; then the fine is made heavier, and that makes the imprisonment 
longer. But none of it stops the Sunday work, which is the one thing 
aimed at. Therefore don't you see, that as heavier penalties are laid on 
without reaching what the government is after, it will simply have to reach 
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the heaviest penalty at last, and that is death. Then the penalty of death is 
in every Sunday law that was ever made on this earth, in itself, just as cer-
tainly as the law is to be enforced and carried into effect.” 
 
SERMON 20, p. 455: - “The man to whom the Sabbath is the sign of what 
Christ is to him, will he be asking whether he shall work or not on Sun-
day? [Congregation: "No, sir."] Why, no! He knows well enough that that 
does not come into it. He knows he cannot compromise and have half of 
Christ and half of something else; and, besides, Christ is all in all, and the 
Sabbath is the sign of what Christ is to him, and Christ is all in all to him, 
and to suggest anything else is to insult him.” 
 
TRUTH: -  
 The Testimony of Jesus counselled that Sabbath-keepers should 

not work on Sunday, but that they should devote the day to doing mission-

ary work. 

 
Spalding-Magan Collection, p. 22: - “Question: Should the same principles 
govern our work and our attitude toward the Sunday question in foreign 
fields where the prejudices of the people are so strong?”  {SpM 22.1} 
      “Yes, just the same. The light that I have is that God's servants 
should go quietly to work, preaching the grand, precious truths of the Bi-
ble--showing that the reason why Christ died is because the law of God is 
immutable, unchangeable, eternal. The Spirit of the Lord will awaken the 
conscience and the understanding of those with whom you work, bringing 
the commandments of God to their remembrance. I can hardly describe to 
you the way in which this has been presented to me. The Lord says in Rev. 
22:16: "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches." Have any of you seen this angel? The messengers from heaven 
are close beside those who stand before the people, holding forth the word 
of life. In preaching the truth, it is not always best to present those strong 
points of truth that will arouse prejudice, especially where such strong 
feelings exist as are felt in the Southern States. The Sabbath must be 
taught in a decided manner, but be cautious how you deal with the idol, 
Sunday. "A word to the wise is sufficient.”  {SpM 22.2} 
      “I have given you the light which has been presented to me. If 
followed, it will change the course of many, and will make them wise, 
cautious teachers. Refraining from work on Sunday is not receiving the 
mark of the beast: and where this will advance the interests of the 
work, it should be done. We should not go out of our way to work on 
Sunday.”  {SpM 22.3} 
      "After the Sabbath has been sacredly observed, in places where 
the opposition is so strong as to arouse persecution if work is done on 
Sunday, let our brethren make that day an occasion to do genuine mis-
sionary work. Let them visit the sick and the poor, ministering to their 
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wants, and they will find favorable opportunities to open the Scrip-
tures to individuals and to families. Thus most profitable work can be 
done for the Master. When those who hear and see the light on the Sab-
bath take their stand upon the truth to keep God's holy day, difficulties 
will arise, for efforts will be brought to bear against them to compel 
men and women to transgress the law of God. Here they must stand 
firm, that they will not violate the law of God, and if the opposition and 
persecution is determinedly kept up, let them heed the words of Christ, 
"When they persecute you in one city, flee ye into another; for verily I 
say unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son 
of Man be come.”  {SpM 22.4}  
 
NOTE: - The whole article can be found in Spalding-Magan Collection, pp. 19 

– 26. This counsel was given in 1895, and was repeated throughout the 

years by Sr. White. Jones however could never see and accept the wisdom 

of this counsel. 
 
 
ERROR:- 
Jones uses quotations from the skeptic historian Gibbon. One example is… 

SERMON 6, p. 126 & SERMON 12, p. 261 
 
TRUTH: -  
 The Testimony of Jesus clearly indicates that Gibbon rallied under 

the banner of Satan and was the enemy of the Christian faith. His writings 

have wrought untold harm which only eternity will reveal. 

 
R. & H., January 8, 1880: - “Gibbon, the skeptic, and many others whom 
God endowed with giant minds, and whom the world called great men, 
rallied under the banner of Satan, and used the gifts of God for the per-
version of truth and the destruction of the souls of men. Great intellect, 
when made a minister of vice, is a curse to the possessor and to all within 
its influence.”  {RH, January 8, 1880 par. 3} 
 
S. T., November 3, 1881: - “Gibbon, the renowned historian, was not a 
great man according to God's standard. He was endowed with great 
intellectual powers, that he might make known to his fellow-men the 
knowledge of God. But Satan prepared his snares for this man, and he 
became entangled in the meshes of skepticism. His works breathe in-
sinuations against God and against the world's Redeemer. He im-
proved every opportunity to destroy confidence in the Bible and the 
Christian religion. Eternity alone can reveal the amount of harm 
wrought by his writings. The world pronounces Gibbon a literary suc-
cess. God pronounces him a failure.”  {ST, November 3, 1881 par. 11} 
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      “A beneficent Creator endows men with intellectual powers, that, 
consecrated to his service, they may become co-workers with Christ and 
angels in the work of human redemption. Yet how many, like Byron and 
Gibbon, employ their talents to pervert the simplicity of truth, and 
bring contempt upon the Christian religion, as unworthy the attention 
of intelligent men. Those who are engaged in this work little know what 
they are doing. But in the day of Judgment how fearful will be their ac-
countability.”  {ST, November 3, 1881 par. 12} 
      “Intellectual power, when opposed to the principles of true relig-
ion, becomes a minister of vice. Its influence tends to deface the image of 
God in man, and to bring him down to the level of the brute creation. 
Whatever, tends to banish thoughts of God from the mind becomes a 
curse, not only to the possessor but to all within the sphere of his influ-
ence. Better would it be for the gifted skeptic, better for the world, to be 
deprived of the brilliant talents that are devoted to the service of Sa-
tan. The greater the gift perverted and abused, the greater will be the evil 
wrought and the greater the condemnation in the day of final reckon-
ing.”  {ST, November 3, 1881 par. 13} 
 
 The following statement from the pen of inspiration was written in 

1891, and is a warning against using or recommending the books of Satan’s 

agents [for example, Gibbon].  
 
R. & H., November 10, 1891: - “Shall those who have known the oracles 
of God recommend our students to study the books that express pagan 
or infidel sentiments, that they may become intelligent? Satan has his 
agents, educated after his methods, inspired by his spirit, and adapted 
to do his works; but shall we co-operate with them? Shall we, as Chris-
tians, recommend the works of his agents as valuable, even essential to 
the attainment of an education?”  {RH, November 10, 1891 par. 2} 
 
NOTE: - It was read by Elder S. N. Haskell at the 1893 G. C. Session, and 

appears in the 1893 General Conference Daily Bulletin, p. 443. Jones should 

have been aware of this inspired counsel regarding Gibbon and his works, 

and he should not have been quoting from his writings in his sermons. 
 
 
ERROR:- 
 Jones teaches that Jesus gives us a spotless character as a gift. 
 
SERMON 6, pp. 125 & 128: - “The dearest treasure that mortal times afford 
is not spotless reputation: the dearest treasure that either mortal or im-
mortal times afford is spotless character; and the only spotless character 
that ever appeared in this world is the character of Jesus Christ. And that 
character he comes and gives to you and me, a free blessed gift from 
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Him who made it.” 
 “… Then about the reputation. Let that go. He gives a character - 
a character which he himself wove from infancy to the grave - that is 
complete in every respect; and he says, "Take it and put it on, and you 
shall come to my wedding supper." That is the character, and that is 
the covering that he draws over his people so that the plagues cannot 
touch them, and no power of the enemy can overcome or defile it. "I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness." Isa. 61:10. Thank the Lord … Instead of reputa-
tion God gives us character.” 
 
SERMON 14, p. 347: - “Now the Lord wants us to be covered; he wants us 
to be covered, so that the shame of our nakedness shall not appear. He 
wants us to have his perfect righteousness according to his own perfect 
idea of righteousness. He wants us to have that character that will stand 
the test of the judgment without a hitch, or a question, or a doubt. Let us 
accept it from him as the free blessed gift it is.” 
 
 Jones contradicts himself on this point, also teaching that 

character is transformed in co-operation with God, being a progressive 

work. 

 

SERMON 10, p. 207: - “Christ is to be in us, just as God was in him, and his 
character is to be in us, just as God was in him, and his character is to be 
woven and transformed into us through these sufferings and temptations 
and trials which we meet. And God is the weaver, but not without us. It is 
the co- operation of the divine and the human -- the mystery of God in you 
and me - the same mystery that was in the gospel and that is the third an-
gel's message. This is the word of the Wonderful Counselor.” 
  [Voice: "Was not the character woven without us?"] Yes, but it will 
not become ours without us. So we are led through these fiery trials and 
temptations to be partakers of the character of Christ, and these trials and 
temptations that we meet reveal to us our characters and the importance 
of having his, so that through these same temptations that he passed 
through, we become partakers of his character, bearing about in the body 
the righteousness of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
SERMON 20, p. 454: - “Now the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ is that 
which makes us righteous, which saves us, which sanctifies us, which is all 
in all to us. When we have obtained that righteousness, and that righteous-
ness is there according to righteousness, God's idea of righteousness, what 
is it that witnesses to the righteousness of God in the believer in Jesus? 
[Congregation: "The Law."] The law of God. But here is this work of Christ 
growing up in the individual, that progressive work; that is the work of 
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sanctification, - the work of sanctifying; for that is the thought, the work of 
sanctifying. It is the growth of Christ in the individual. When Christ has 
grown to the fulness there, then that is the completed work of sanctifica-
tion.”  
 
TRUTH: - 
 Does God give us a holy character as a gift? NO! As we are re-

quired to overcome as Jesus overcame [See Revelation 3:21], did God the 

Father give Jesus a holy character as a gift when he was upon earth? NO! 

[In the previous quotations on this issue, the second A. T. Jones is correct 

on this point, and not the first  A. T. Jones.] 
 
Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 3, p. 260: - “In the intercessory prayer of Jesus 
with his Father, he claimed that he had fulfilled the conditions which made 
it obligatory upon the Father to fulfill his part of the contract made in 
Heaven, with regard to fallen man. He prayed: "I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. [That is, he had wrought out a righteous 
character on earth as an example for men to follow.] And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was." {3SP 260.2} 
 
1884 Great Controversy, p. 305: - “It is the privilege and the duty of every 
Christian to maintain a close union with Christ, and to have a rich experi-
ence in the things of God. Then his life will be fruitful in good works. When 
we read the lives of men who have been eminent for their piety, we often 
regard their experiences and attainments as beyond our reach. But this is 
not the case. Said Christ: "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit." "As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me." "He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit." [JOHN 15:8, 4, 5.] The prophets 
and apostles did not perfect Christian character by a miracle. They 
used the means which God had placed within their reach, and all who 
will put forth a like effort will secure a like result.”  {4SP 305.1} 
 
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 331: - “But Christ has given us no assurance that 
to attain perfection of character is an easy matter. A noble, all-round 
character is not inherited. It does not come to us by accident. A noble 
character is earned by individual effort through the merits and grace 
of Christ. God gives the talents, the powers of the mind; we form the 
character. It is formed by hard, stern battles with self. Conflict after con-
flict must be waged against hereditary tendencies. We shall have to criti-
cize ourselves closely, and allow not one unfavorable trait to remain un-
corrected.”  {COL 331.1} 
 
IBID., pp. 311 & 312: - “This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it 
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not one thread of human devising. Christ in His humanity wrought out a 
perfect character, and this character He offers to impart to us. "All our 
righteousness are as filthy rags." Isa. 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves 
can do is defiled by sin. But the Son of God "was manifested to take away 
our sins; and in Him is no sin." Sin is defined to be "the transgression of 
the law." 1 John 3:5, 4. But Christ was obedient to every requirement of 
the law. He said of Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy 
law is within My heart." Ps. 40:8. When on earth, He said to His disciples, "I 
have kept My Father's commandments." John 15:10. By His perfect obedi-
ence He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's com-
mandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united 
with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one 
with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live 
His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His 
righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf 
garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of 
righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”  {COL 
311.4} 
 
 
ERROR:- 
 Jones taught that the Lord was going to raise up a lot of prophets 

among God’s people. 
 
SERMON 7, p. 153: - “Thank the Lord, he is not going to be content much 
longer with one prophet! He will have more. He has done a wonderful 
work with one. And having done such a great work with one, what in 
the world will he do when he gets a lot of them?” 
 
NOTE:- This statement by Jones was made 6 – 8 months approximately 

before Jones fell for Anna Philips, the false prophet. It would appear that 

Satan gave Jones what he was looking for! 
 
TRUTH: - 
 The Testimony of Jesus rebuked Jones’ for publicly endorsing 

Anna Phillips’ false visions. 
 
Letter 103, 1894: - “Dear Brother, - I know that we are living near the 
close of this earth's history; startling events are preparing for develop-
ment. I am fully in harmony with you in your work when you present the 
Bible, and the Bible alone, as the foundation of our faith. Satan is an artful 
foe, and he will work where he is by many least expected. I have a message 
for you. Did you suppose that God had commissioned you to take the bur-
den of presenting the visions of Anna Phillips, reading them in public, and 
uniting them with the testimonies the Lord has been pleased to give me? 
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No, the Lord has not laid upon you this burden. He has not given you this 
work to do.  . . .  How is it, my brother, that you have taken up these com-
munications, and presented them before the people, weaving them in with 
the testimonies God has given Sister White? Where is your evidence that 
these are of God? You cannot be too careful how you hear, how you re-
ceive, how you believe. You cannot be too careful how you talk of the 
gift of prophesying, and state that I have said this and that in reference 
to this matter. Such statements, I well know, encourage men and 
women and children to imagine that they have special light in revela-
tions from God, when they have not received such light. This, I have 
been shown, would be one of Satan's masterpieces of deception. You 
are giving to the work a mold which it will take precious time and 
wearing soul labor to correct, to save the cause of God from another 
spasm of fanaticism.” [Letter written to A. T. Jones, March 15, 1894.]                                                   
 
 
ERROR:- 
 Jones taught that the heathen cannot do any good whatsoever. He 

also taught that the enmity that God implants in man does no give man the 

power to do good. 
 
SERMON 12, pp. 258 - 260: - “The man who finds that hatred of evil, that 
desire for something better, that will to do good, is that the doing of good? 
[Congregation: "No."] Can he do the good that he is drawn to, by that im-
pulse? [Congregation: "No."] Let us read in Romans and see what is done. 
Rom. 3:10, "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one." And the 
12th verse: "They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one." Is that so? 
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."] Then how can we talk about a heathen doing 
good? Does he do good? "There is none that doeth good, no, not one." [A 
voice: "If a man has Christ, he can do good."] But if he has Christ, he is not a 
heathen. What we are talking about is the heathen.” 
 “… "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not." What is it that is present with us? To will to do good. Then 
what did that putting of enmity there against Satan - what was that 
the doing of? Is not it setting the man free to will? Yes. Was it anything 
more than that? [Congregation: "No."] Now think carefully of this; I 
mean on this point. There are other things in it, of course; but did that 
do any more for the man to enable him to do right things and glorify 
God, did it do any more for him than to set free his will, that he might 
choose which master he would have? [Congregation: "No."] It put the 
hatred there, and gave him the knowledge of something better. It gives 
the hatred of evil, leads him out towards the good; but does it enable 
him to do the good? [Congregation: "No."]” 
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TRUTH: - 
 There will be those in the Kingdom of God who have never heard of 

Jesus Christ or of his sacrifice. And the Testimony of Jesus does specifi-

cally mention the heathen doing good to the Lord’s servants. 

 
Zechariah 13:6: - “And [one] shall say unto him, What [are] these 
wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, [Those] with which I was 
wounded [in] the house of my friends.”  
 
Romans 2:14, 15 & 26: - “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, 
are a law unto themselves: Which show the work of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and [their] thoughts 
the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) … Therefore if the 
uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncir-
cumcision be counted for circumcision?”  
 
R. & H., September 20, 1898: - “In the day of final reckoning, Christ does 
not present before men the great work he has done for them in giving his 
life for their redemption. He presents before them the faithful work they 
have done for him. What surpassing love is this! He even mentions the 
work of the heathen, who have no intelligent knowledge of the law of 
the Lord, but who have done the very things the law required, because 
they have heeded the voice speaking to them in the things of nature. 
When the Holy Spirit implants Christ's Spirit in the heart of the savage, 
and he befriends God's servants, the quickening of the heart's sympa-
thy is contrary to his nature, contrary to his education. The grace of 
God, working upon the darkened mind, has softened the savage nature 
untaught by the wisdom of men. And these uneducated heathen, in all 
their cruelty, are regarded in a more favorable light than are those 
who have had great light and evidence, but who have rejected the 
mercy and reproof of God.”  {RH, September 20, 1898 par. 12} 
      “Christ implants his grace in the heart of the savage, and min-
isters to the necessity of the missionary, even before he has heard or 
comprehended the words of truth and life. Behold that crowd collected 
about God's servant to harm him! But the Lord is working upon the heart 
and mind of perhaps one man to plead in behalf of his servant; and when 
the war council has determined the destruction of the Christian's life, the 
intercession of that savage turns the decision, and his life is spared. O, the 
love that goes forth to the savage for this one act! To such Christ says, in 
the Judgment: "I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me." "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world."  {RH, September 20, 1898 par. 
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13} 
 The grace that Christ implants in the heart of man creates the 

enmity against Satan and gives man the power to resist Satan. 

 
Genesis 3:15: - “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” 
 
1884 Great Controversy, p. 325: - “The grace that Christ implants in the 
soul creates the enmity against Satan. Without this converting grace and 
renewing power, man would continue the captive of Satan, a servant ever 
ready to do his bidding. But the new principle in the soul creates conflict 
where hitherto had been peace. The power which Christ imparts, en-
ables man to resist the tyrant and usurper. Whoever is seen to abhor sin 
instead of loving it, whoever resists and conquers those passions that have 
held sway within, displays the operation of a principle wholly from 
above.”  {4SP 325.2} 
 

 
ERROR:- 
 Jones teaches the unsound error that a person does not need to 

search all the Scriptures on a particular subject but just accept a Bible 

passage [singular] and believe it regardless. 
 
SERMON 15, p. 361: - “Another thing: Do you believe now - let us have that 
settled before we go any further. I want to know how many people in this 
house actually believe, right down honestly in their hearts, that God is able 
to say what he means when he says it? [Congregation: "Yes."] Then when 
you and I read what he says, just as he says it in the Bible, I want to 
know whether it is any use for you and me to go over to some other 
part of the Bible and hunt up some other text to see whether that does 
not contradict this? Is the Lord able to tell his own story in his own way 
without contradicting himself? [Congregation: "Yes."] We have been at 
that long enough. So I do not propose to harmonize any texts of Scrip-
ture in all the work that I shall have to do here in this institute. I think 
the Lord has everything straight, exactly as it is. I do not think he needs 
any of my help. I think rather that I need his help to see that there is no 
contradiction at all. And I think that if there appears to me to be a contra-
diction, then I need more of his Spirit to see that there is none. And instead 
of trying to harmonize the supposed contradiction, I am going to say that 
the Lord knows all about that; and I am going to wait until he gives me 
breadth of mind enough to see it is no contradiction there at all.” 
  “So what I want here to decide now, and forever, is that when you 
read anything in the Bible, that that means exactly what it says, and you 
need not hunt up anything in the Bible to see whether that tells the 
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other side of it. There is no other side; it is all one.” 
 
TRUTH: -  
 If a person followed Jones’ above foolish statement, they would 

have to accept the following false doctrines as being true, based upon the 

use of just one single text of Scripture: - 

An eternal burning hell – Revelation 20:10; 

The secret rapture – Matthew 24:40 & 41; and, 

The conscience state of the dead - Revelation 6:9 – 11. 

 

 Thankfully the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus rebuke 

Jones’ unsound teaching. 

 
Isaiah 28:9 - 13: - “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he 
make to understand doctrine? [them that are] weaned from the milk, [and] 
drawn from the breasts. For precept [must be] upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, [and] there a 
little: For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this 
people. To whom he said, This [is] the rest [wherewith] ye may cause the 
weary to rest; and this [is] the refreshing: yet they would not hear. But the 
word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, [and] there a little; 
that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and 
taken.”  
 
Matthew 4:4: - “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” 
 
Luke 24:27: - “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.”    
 
R. & H., October 9, 1883: - “Some portions of Scripture are, indeed, too 
plain to be misunderstood; but there are others whose meaning does 
not lie upon the surface, to be seen at a glance. Scripture must be com-
pared with scripture; there must be careful research and patient re-
flection. And such study will be richly repaid. As the miner discovers 
veins of precious metal concealed beneath the surface of the earth, so will 
he who perseveringly searches the word of God as for hid treasure, find 
truths of greatest value, which are concealed from the view of the careless 
seeker.”  {RH, October 9, 1883 par. 2} 
 
1884 Great Controversy, p. 416: - “We should day by day study the Bible 
diligently, weighing every thought, and comparing scripture with 
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scripture. With divine help, we are to form our opinions for ourselves, as 
we are to answer for ourselves before God.”  {4SP 416.2} 

 
 
ERROR:- 
 Jones KNEW with “perfect security” that he was saved! In other 

words, Jones’ taught the “I am saved” doctrine!  

 
SERMON 16, p. 379: - “Let us read on now, in Rom. 4:3-5: "For what saith 
the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." Believeth on 
him that justifieth who? [Congregation: "The ungodly."] Who is it, in this 
world, that the Lord justifies? [Congregation: "The ungodly."] The ungodly; 
I am glad of it; for that assures me everlasting salvation. If it were other-
wise there would be no hope for me. If God justified people who were only 
half saints that would leave me out. If he justified people who had only one 
good thing, that would leave me out. If he justified people who had only a 
little good about them, that would leave me out. But thank the Lord, he is 
so good, he loves me so much, he has such wondrous power, the divine 
power of his righteousness is so great, that when he pronounces that word 
upon such a corrupt sinner as I am it makes me through and through 
righteous in the sight of God. [Congregation: "Amen."] That is the worth of 
God's word "righteousness." 
 “And because he is so good; because there is such divine power in 
his righteousness; and because he justifies the ungodly; therefore, I have 
the perfect security of his everlasting salvation.” 
 
SERMON 18, p. 417: - “Now, can't we praise the Lord. Then everybody in 
this house that wants to do it, you just go right ahead now. I will say amen 
to every word of it; for my soul magnifies him, too, brethren. My soul 
praises him, too, brethren; because he is my Saviour; he has completed 
the work; he has done his gracious work; he has saved me; he saves all.  
Let us thank him forevermore.” 

 

TRUTH: -  
 The Testimony of Jesus made a number of plain and unambiguous 

statements through out the years, writing against this “I am saved” false 

doctrine that Jones clearly taught in his 1893 sermons. I shall give only a 

few of these inspired references below. 

 
R. & H., June 17, 1890: - “We are never to rest in a satisfied condition, 
and cease to make advancement, saying, "I am saved." When this idea is 
entertained, the motives for watchfulness, for prayer, for earnest en-
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deavor to press onward to higher attainments, cease to exist. No sancti-
fied tongue will be found uttering these words till Christ shall come, 
and we enter in through the gates into the city of God. Then, with the 
utmost propriety, we may give glory to God and to the Lamb for eternal 
deliverance. As long as man is full of weakness,--for of himself he can-
not save his soul,--he should never dare to say, "I am saved." It is not he 
that putteth on the armor that can boast of the victory; for he has the bat-
tle to fight and the victory to win. It is he that endureth unto the end that 
shall be saved. The Lord says, "If any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him." If we do not go forward from victory to victory, the 
soul will draw back to perdition. We should raise no human standard 
whereby to measure character. We have seen enough of what men call 
perfection here below. God's holy law is the only thing by which we can 
determine whether we are keeping his way or not. If we are disobedient, 
our characters are out of harmony with God's moral rule of govern-
ment, and it is stating a falsehood to say, "I am saved." No one is saved 
who is a transgressor of the law of God, which is the foundation of his 
government in heaven and in earth.”  {RH, June 17, 1890 par. 8} 
 
Bible Echo, May 15, 1892: - “As we come to feel our utter reliance upon 
Christ for salvation, are we to fold our hands, and say, "I have nothing to do; 
I am saved; Jesus has done it all"?--No, we are to put forth every energy that 
we may become partakers of the divine nature. We are to be continually 
watching, waiting, praying, and working. But do all that we may, we cannot 
pay a ransom for our souls. We can do nothing to originate faith, for faith 
is the gift of God; neither can we perfect it, for Christ is the finisher of our 
faith. It is all of Christ. All the longing after a better life is from Christ, and 
is an evidence that he is drawing you to himself, and that you are respond-
ing to his drawing power. You are to be as clay in the hands of the potter; 
and if you submit yourself to Christ, he will fashion you into a vessel unto 
honor, fit for the Master's use. The only thing that stands in the way of the 
soul who is not fashioned after the divine Pattern is that he does not be-
come poor in spirit; for he who is poor in spirit will look to a higher Source 
than himself that he may obtain the grace that will make him rich unto 
God. While he will feel that he cannot originate anything, he will say, "The 
Lord is my helper.”  {BEcho, May 15, 1892 par. 10} 
 
Kress Collection, p. 120: - “But those who after being prayed with say, I am 
saved, have no real understanding of what it means to receive Christ. No 
man can say, I am saved, until he has endured test and trial, until he has 
shown that he can overcome temptation. Those who fail to do the work 
which God has said should be done soon lose the right perception of spiri-
tual things, and become blinded as to the character of the truth. They are 
unfitted to do the work which would make them complete in Christ.”  {KC 
120.2} 
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Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 155: - “Peter's fall was not instantaneous, but 
gradual. Self-confidence led him to the belief that he was saved, and 
step after step was taken in the downward path, until he could deny his 
Master. Never can we safely put confidence in self or feel, this side of 
heaven, that we are secure against temptation. Those who accept the Sav-
iour, however sincere their conversion, should never be taught to say 
or to feel that they are saved. This is misleading. Every one should be 
taught to cherish hope and faith; but even when we give ourselves to 
Christ and know that He accepts us, we are not beyond the reach of temp-
tation. God's word declares, "Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried." Dan. 12:10. Only he who endures the trial will receive the crown of 
life. (James 1:12.)”  {COL 155.1} 
 “Those who accept Christ, and in their first confidence say, I am saved, 
are in danger of trusting to themselves. They lose sight of their own 
weakness and their constant need of divine strength. They are unpre-
pared for Satan's devices, and under temptation many, like Peter, fall 
into the very depths of sin. We are admonished, "Let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall." 1 Cor. 10:12. Our only safety is in constant 
distrust of self, and dependence on Christ.” {COL 155.2} 
 
 
ERROR:- 
 Jones teaches that confession is not specific, but just to state 

“Lord, they are sins,” and then the sinner is forgiven. He teaches that only 

confession is necessary for the forgiveness of sins. And also Jones teaches 

that when a person confesses their sins they are gone and are cast into the 

depths of the sea etc.  
 
SERMON 17, p. 405: - “The Bible says, "If we confess our sins he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins." What does God show them for anyway? 
The only thing that he shows men their sins for, is that he may take them 
away. When he shows me sins, I say, "Lord, they are sins." And what 
then? They are forgiven. They are gone.” 
 
 “ … Micah 7:19: "He will turn again, he will have compassion upon 
us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea." Then where are they? [Congregation: "In the depths 
of the sea."] How do you know? [Congregation: "He says so."] Then you 
know that, don't you? Then how in the world is anybody going to bother 
you about getting your sins back to you?” 
 
 “Ps. 103:12: "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he re-
moved our transgressions from us." How far are they away from you now, 
you who have confessed them? How far are they away? [Voice: "As far as 
the east is from the west."] Why don't you say so then? Satan comes and 
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says, "They are not forgiven; every sin is right there before your face; don't 
you see them?" Are they? [Congregation: "No."] Says one, "I have seen 
them there." It is nothing of the kind. Satan is a magician, and can make 
things appear so, that are not so. But you look at them and say, "Yes, that is 
so." It is not so. The Lord says they are as far from us as the east is from 
the west. They are in the depths of the sea, and they are as white as 
snow. Thank the Lord.” 
 
 “Isa. 38:17, and that verse is the last one we need to-night. 
"Behold, for peace I had great bitterness; but thou hast in love to my soul 
delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins be-
hind thy back." How many? [Congregation: "All."] Behind his back. 
Where are they, then? [Congregation: "Behind his back."] We are be-
fore his face, and the sins are behind his back; who is between us and 
them? [Congregation: "God."] And he is upon his throne, isn't he? Then 
when I have confessed my sins to the Lord, he and his living eternal 
throne stand between me and those sins, and Satan and everybody else 
in this universe cannot bring them back; for he has got to get the Lord 
and his throne out of the way before they can get those sins back to me 
again. And I am going to be glad of it.” 
  
TRUTH: -  
 Our confession of sin should be specific, and not as Jones states, 

“Lord, they are sins,” and then the sinner is forgiven. 
 
5th Testimony, p. 693: - “True confession is always of a specific charac-
ter, and acknowledges particular sins. They may be of such a nature as 
only to be brought before God, they may be wrongs that should be con-
fessed before individuals who have suffered injury through them, or they 
may be of a general kind that should be made known in the congregation 
of the people. But all confession should be definite and to the point, ac-
knowledging the very sins of which you are guilty.” {5T 639.3} 
 
 Confession of sin is only ONE requirement for the forgiveness of 

our sins. Also the forsaking of sin, making of restitution where necessary, 

to forgive others freely are all necessary steps in obtaining the forgive-

ness of our sins. 

 
Proverbs 28:13: - “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh [them] shall have mercy.”  
 
Ezekiel 33:14 & 15: - “Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; [If] 
the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in 
the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he 
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shall not die.”   
 
Matthew 6:12: - “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
 
Matthew 18:35: - “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, 
if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.” 
 
1 John 1:9: - “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
[our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”    
 
 Jones has misread the Scriptures which he quotes concerning our 

sins been completely disposed of in God’s sight when we confess our sins. If 

this teaching of Jones was true, it would destroy the truth of the Heavenly 

Sanctuary doctrine.  

 Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful debtor plainly taught that the 

forgiveness of our sins is conditional, and in the parable, the unmerciful 

debtor had to pay back the entire debt his master had previously forgiven 

him – See Matthew 18:23 – 35. 

 When our sins are forgiven, our sins are TRANSFERRED to the 

Heavenly Sanctuary, and they are NOT removed or blotted out from the 

Books of Heavenly Records as far as God is concerned, until our individual 

cases are determined in the Investigative Judgment. 
 
1884 Great Controversy, pp. 265 - 267: - “Important truths concerning the 
atonement may be learned from the typical service. A substitute was ac-
cepted in the sinner's stead; but the sin was not canceled by the blood of 
the victim. A means was thus provided by which it was transferred to 
the sanctuary. By the offering of blood, the sinner acknowledged the au-
thority of the law, confessed his guilt in transgression, and expressed his 
desire for pardon through faith in a Redeemer to come; but he was not 
yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law. On the day of 
atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, 
went into the most holy place with the blood of this general offering, and 
sprinkled it upon the mercy-seat, directly over the law, to make satisfac-
tion for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, he took the sins upon 
himself, and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands upon the 
head of the scape-goat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus in figure 
transferring them from himself to the goat. The goat then bore them 
away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the peo-
ple.”  {4SP 265.1} 
 “… As the sins of the people were anciently transferred, in fig-
ure, to the earthly sanctuary by the blood of the sin-offering, so our 
sins are, in fact, transferred to the heavenly sanctuary by the blood of 
Christ. And as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the 
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removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing 
of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of 
the sins which are there recorded. This necessitates an examination of the 
books of record to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in 
Christ, are entitled to the benefits of his atonement. The cleansing of the 
sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigative Judgment. This work 
must be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem his people; for 
when he comes, his reward is with him to give to every man according to 
his works. [REV. 22:12.]”  {4SP 266.1} 

      “Thus those who followed in the advancing light of the 
prophetic word saw that instead of coming to the earth at the termination 
of the 2300 days in 1844, Christ then entered the most holy place of the 
heavenly sanctuary, into the presence of God, to perform the closing work 
of atonement, preparatory to his coming.”  {4SP 266.2} 

      “It was seen, also, that while the sin-offering pointed to 
Christ as a sacrifice, and the high priest represented Christ as a mediator, 
the scape-goat typified Satan, the author of sin, upon whom the sins of the 
truly penitent will finally be placed. When the high priest, by virtue of the 
blood of the sin-offering, removed the sins from the sanctuary, he placed 
them upon the scape-goat. When Christ, by virtue of his own blood, re-
moves the sins of his people from the heavenly sanctuary at the close of 
his ministration, he will place them upon Satan, who, in the execution 
of the judgment, must bear the final penalty. The scape-goat was sent 
away into a land not inhabited, never to come again into the congregation 
of Israel. So will Satan be forever banished from the presence of God and 
his people, and he will be blotted from existence in the final destruction of 
sin and sinners.”  {4SP 266.3} 

 
 

ERROR:- 

 Jones taught that the sealing was going on in 1893. 
 

SERMON 18, p. 416: - “Brethren, how can we get away from the seal of 

God? Then are we not right now, in the time of the sealing? [Congregation: 

"Yes."] And it is through the righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus 

Christ, is it not? Yes, sir; and then when that seal is received, when that is 
affixed there, then these can stand through the time of the plagues, 
through all the temptations and trials of Satan when he works with all 
power and signs and lying wonders. For the promise is "as thou hast kept 
the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth.” 

TRUTH: - 
 The sealing did NOT start in 1888 or in 1893. 
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1884 Great Controversy, p. 315: - “The Judgment is now passing in the 
sanctuary above. Forty years has this work been in progress. Soon--none 
know how soon--it will pass to the cases of the living.”  {4SP 314.3} 

 
5th Testimony, p. 692: - “Several times during the past winter [1888-89.] I 
have met the report that, during the Conference at Minneapolis, "Sister 
White was shown that the judgment, which since 1844 had been passing 
upon the righteous dead, had now begun upon the living." This report is 
not true. A similar rumor, which has been afloat for about two years, origi-
nated in this wise: In a letter written from Basel, Switzerland, to a minister 
in California I made a remark substantially as follows: "The judgment has 
been over forty years in progress on the cases of the dead, and we know 
not how soon it will pass to the cases of the living." The letter was read to 
different persons, and careless hearers reported what they thought they 
heard. Thus the matter started. The report from Minneapolis arose from 
someone's misunderstanding of a statement to the same effect as the 
one quoted from the letter. There is no other foundation for either re-
port than this.”  {5T 692.1} 

 
 

 

ERROR:- 

 Jones teaches that the believer, who knows that he or she has the 

personal presence of Christ in them, knows that this personal presence and 

power of Christ is working in them “always and in all things”. 
 
SERMON 22, p. 494: - “A good many people think that when the apostles 
went out endued with the power to work miracles and all this, all they had 
to do when they came to a man who was sick, was to work a miracle and 
restore him. There was nothing of that kind at all; they could work no 
miracle at all, except as the Spirit of Christ with them signified the will of 
God in that case; so that - I care not how great apostles they were - they 
were dependent upon the direct guidance of the Spirit of God, in each indi-
vidual case, and all the time; and that means us.” 
 "The power is the personal presence of Christ in us," and the hav-
ing the power is that, "and that does not necessarily mean in the sense of a 
thrill of power in us all the time; but it means an abiding faith that Christ is 
in us," and it means not only an abiding belief in that, but an abiding 
consciousness that he is there, that his power is there working in us, 
with us, for us, through us, always and in all things, to the glory of God 
alone, not at our bidding, not at our guidance in any sense.” 

 
TRUTH: -  
 The Testimony of Jesus has recorded the truth that the Apostles 

of Christ were NOT always under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
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at all times, but that they were capable of making mistakes like the rest of 

us, even after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 

 
Sketches from the Life of Paul, pp. 212 - 214: - “The brethren hoped that 
by this act Paul might give a decisive contradiction of the false reports 
concerning him. But while James assured Paul that the decision of the for-
mer council (Acts 15) concerning the Gentile converts and the ceremonial 
law still held good, the advice given was not consistent with that deci-
sion which had also been sanctioned by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of 
God did not prompt this advice. It was the fruit of cowardice. By non-
conformity to the ceremonial law, Christians would bring upon themselves 
the hatred of the unbelieving Jews, and expose themselves to severe per-
secution. … The disciples themselves yet cherished a regard for the cere-
monial law, and were too willing to make concessions, hoping by so doing 
to gain the confidence of their countrymen, remove their prejudice, and 
win them to faith in Christ as the world's Redeemer. Paul's great object in 
visiting Jerusalem was to conciliate the church of Palestine. So long as they 
continued to cherish prejudice against him, they were constantly working 
to counteract his influence. He felt that if he could by any lawful conces-
sion on his part win them to the truth, he would remove a very great ob-
stacle to the success of the gospel in other places. But he was not author-
ized of God to concede so much as they had asked. This concession was 
not in harmony with his teachings, nor with the firm integrity of his char-
acter. His advisers were not infallible. Though some of these men wrote 
under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, yet when not under its direct 
influence they sometimes erred. It will be remembered that on one oc-
casion Paul withstood Peter to the face because he was acting a double 
part.”   
 
 Sr. White herself [who was an inspired messenger of the Lord], 

admitted that she made mistakes at times. So how could the personal pres-

ence of Christ in her be working through her “always and in all things”?  
 
Manuscript Releases, Volume 7, p. 284: - "I wish that self should be hid in 
Jesus. I wish self to be crucified. I do not claim infallibility, or even per-
fection of Christian character. I am not free from mistakes and errors 
in my life. Had I followed my Saviour more closely, I should not have to 
mourn so much my unlikeness to His dear image."--Letter 27, 1876.” 
 
Original Testimony, No. 12, pages 89 & 90: - “The relation I sustain to this 
work demands of me an unfettered expression of my views. I speak freely, 
and choose this medium to speak to all interested. What appeared in Tes-
timony No. 11 concerning the Health Institute, should not have been 
given until I was able to write out all I had seen in regard to it. I did not 
design to say anything upon the subject in No. 11, and sent all the 
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manuscript that I designed for that Testimony, from Ottawa Co., where 
I was then labouring, to the Office at Battle Creek, stating that I wished 
them to hasten out that little work, as it was much needed, and as soon 
as possible I would write No. 12, in which I designed to speak freely and 
fully concerning the Institute. The brethren at Battle Creek especially 
interested in the Institute, knew I had seen that our people should cast 
in of their means to establish such an institution. They therefore de-
layed the publication of No. 11 to write to me that the influence of my 
testimony in regard to the Institute was needed to immediately move 
the brethren upon the subject, and that No. 11 would wait till I could 
write. This was a great trial to me, as I knew I could not write out all I had 
seen, for I was then speaking to the people six or eight times a week, visit-
ing from house to house, and writing hundreds of pages of personal testi-
monies and private letters. This amount of labor, with unnecessary bur-
dens and trials thrown upon me, unfitted me for labor of any kind. My 
health was poor, and my mental sufferings were beyond description. Un-
der these circumstances I yielded my judgment to that of others, and 
wrote what appeared in No. 11 in regard to the Health Institute, being 
unable then to give all I had seen. I did wrong. I must be allowed to 
know my own duty better than others can know it for me, especially on 
matters which God has revealed to me. I shall be blamed by some for 
speaking as I now speak. Others will blame me for not speaking before. 
The disposition manifested to crowd the matter of the Institute so fast has 
been one of the heaviest trials I have ever borne. If all those who have 
used my testimony to move the brethren, had been equally moved by it 
themselves, I should be better satisfied.” 

 
 

ERROR:- 
 Jones taught that the time had come in 1893, that the Seventh-

day Adventist Church had finished with all church trials and difficulties 

and that she was henceforth to be freed from unconverted people.  
 
SERMON 22, p. 498: - “But that is only a part of it. Here is the most 

blessed promise it seems to me, that ever came to the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church. "For henceforth there shall no more come into thee, the 
uncircumcised and the unclean." Thank the Lord; he has delivered us 
henceforth from unconverted people; from people brought into the 
church to work out their own unrighteousness, and to create division 
in the church. Church trials are all gone; thank the Lord; all mischie-
vous talebearers and tattlers are gone. The church now has something 
better than that to talk about. They can now talk of saving fallen men and 
women. They will have a goodness, and a joy, and a holiness and a glory 
that is in Jesus Christ, to talk about, which is real indeed, and we know it.”  

“… Brethren, there is another thing that belongs there now. When 
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God has graced his Church with his power and his glory, and the power of 
his Spirit, the most dangerous place in this world for a hypocrite to be, in 
is that church. Ananias and Sapphira tried it, and that lesson was recorded 
as a lesson to all people, from this day forward, at least. There is no place 
now in the Seventh-day Adventist Church for hypocrites. If the heart is 
not sincere, it is the most dangerous place that that man ever was in in the 
world.” 

 
TRUTH: - 
 The Testimony of Jesus has taught us that we are never to expect 

the time when the whole church will be revived. 

 
R. & H., March 22, 1887:- “Are we hoping to see the whole 

church revived? That time will never come.”  {RH, March 22, 1887 par. 2} 
 
 

WE POSE A FINAL QUESTION: - 
 How do we harmonize the documented facts of Jones and 

Waggoner’s errors established in this Study Document, with the state-

ments of general support from Sr. White’s pen for Jones and Waggoner 

written after 1892 – 93?  

 The following documented facts may give us an answer to this puz-

zling question. In the booklet compiled by Elder W. L. Brisbin the following 

quotation relates to Jones and Waggoner and the message they brought in 

the year 1888. 

Are Seventh Day Adventists Doing God’s Will? – complied by Elder W. L. 

Brisbin, p. 12: - “31. – He gives men counsel for their good. He sent His mes-

sage telling them what was needed for the time – 1888.” 

 Yet in the compiled book Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel 

Workers, the year has been changed to read as “1897”. Also the expression 

“He sent” referring to God having sent this message in 1888, the tense has 

been changed to now read – “He has sent”, thus changing the tense of this 

expression, as if God has sent them with a message in 1897, nine years 

later. This gives the reader the impression that Sr. White was still endors-

ing Jones and Waggoner as bearing a message sent from God in the year 

1897, rather than in the past,  in the year 1888.  

  
Testimony to Ministers, p. 413: - “God gives men counsel and reproof for 
their good. He has sent His message, telling them what was needed for the 
time—1897.”  
CONCLUSION: - 
 It is true that there is some good material in Jones and 

Waggoner’s writings that are available today on religious liberty issues; 
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there is some good material on Church organization and “all ye are breth-

ren”; there is some useful material on faith also. BUT if a person starts to 

read Jones and Waggoner’s books and pamphlets written year after 1888, 

and think that they are going to be reading 100% pure, unadulterated 

truth, they are going to be sadly mistaken and led astray. 

 I have given solid, documentary evidence that Jones and Waggoner 

were indeed teaching substantial errors from the early 1890’s, leaning 

more and more heavily in the direction of a “faith alone” and “I am saved 

gospel”. Such false teachings undermine the correct understanding of 

Christ’s ministry within the Heavenly Sanctuary. Waggoner himself admit-

ted just before he died in 1916, that he had personally lost his faith in the 

Cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary doctrine 25 years before. That is, in 

1891! And yet people are blindly reading his books and pamphlets written 

after that thinking that they are getting the true gospel message of right-

eousness by faith. Nothing can be further from the truth! 

 It would be wise to follow the following inspired counsel from the 

Testimony of Jesus concerning Jones and Waggoner’s writings. 

 
1888 Materials, pp. 564 & 565: - “Now, here you are in this school. Brother 
Waggoner may present the truth before you. You may say that the matter 
that he presents is truth. But then what will you do? You must go to the 
Scriptures for yourselves. You must search them with humble hearts. If 
you are just full of prejudice and your own preconceived opinions, and if 
you entertain the idea that there is nothing for you to know, and that you 
know all that is worth knowing, you will not get any benefit here. But if 
you come like children, you want to learn all there is for you--if the God 
from heaven has sent anything for me, I want it. The Lord of Heaven has 
led the mind of man to make a specialty of studying the Scriptures, and 
when those Scriptures are presented, He has given me reasoning powers. I 
can see the evidence just as well as he can see it; I can find the evidence as 
he finds it. I can go out and speak the truth because I know it is the truth. 
And I do know that it is the truth, and therefore I can present it-- not as 
the product of somebody else's mind, but I can present it as the woman 
of Samaria, as she bore testimony that she had found the Mes-
siah.”  {1888 564.2} [Manuscript 56, 1890 - Remarks of Mrs. E. G. White at 
the Bible School February 7, 1890.] 

 
PARTING ADVICE: - 
 We should study the King James Bible prayerfully for ourselves. 

We should study the original published books of Sr. White carefully. But 

we should stay away from Jones and Waggoner’s uninspired writings writ-

ten years after 1888. Otherwise, we will be exposing ourselves to a mixture 

of truth and error! 
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APPENDIX: - 

 
MS. 26a, 1892 – Spalding-Magan Collection, pp. 5 -  7: - Testimony sent to 
try and counter Jones and Waggoner’s unsound teaching on faith and 
praying for the sick: - 

 
Praying for the Sick 

The Need of Instruction on 
Health Principles. 

 
      During my sickness I have thought much in reference to praying 
for the sick, and I believe that if prayer should be offered for the sick at 
any place (and it certainly should), it should be offered at the Sanitarium 
for the relief and restoration of the suffering.  {SpM 5.1} 
 
      But in this matter of praying for the sick, I should not move in ex-
actly the same lines as have my brethren. I have been considering many 
things that have been presented to me in the past in reference to this sub-
ject. Suppose that twenty men and women should present themselves as 
subjects of prayer at some of our camp-meetings. This would not be 
unlikely, for those who are suffering will do anything in their power to 
obtain relief and to regain their health. Of these twenty, few have regarded 
the light on the subject of purity and health reform. They have neglected to 
practice right principles in eating and drinking, and in taking care of their 
bodies: and those who are married have formed gross habits, and indulged 
in unholy practices, while those who are unmarried have been reckless of 
life and health. In clear rays the light has shone upon them; but they have 
not had respect to the light, nor have they walked circumspectly; yet they 
solicit the prayers of God's people, and call for the elders of the church. 
Should they regain the blessing of health, many of them would pursue the 
same course of heedless transgression of nature's laws, unless enlightened 
and thoroughly transformed.  {SpM 5.2} 
 
      They solicit the prayers of God's people, and call for the elders, of 
the church; but little is known of their private life. Sin has brought many of 
them where they are, to a state of feebleness of mind and debility of body. 
Shall prayer be offered to the God of heaven for His healing power to come 
upon them then and there, without specifying any conditions? I say No! 
decidedly no!  {SpM 5.3} 
 
 What then shall be done? Present their cases before Him who 
knows every individual by name. Present their cases to Him who so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. Present these thoughts to 
the persons who come asking for your prayers. We are human, we can not 
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read the mind or heart or know the secrets of your life. These are known 
only to yourself and God. If you now repent of your sin, if you can see that 
in any instance you have walked contrary to the light given you of God, 
and have neglected to give honor to the body, the temple of God, and by 
wrong habits have degraded the body which is Christ's property, make 
confession of these things to God.  {SpM 5.4} 
       
 Unless you are wrought upon by the Spirit of God in a special 
manner to confess your sins of a private nature to man, do not breathe 
them to any human soul. Christ is your Redeemer, He will take no advan-
tage of your humiliating confessions. If you have a sin of a private charac-
ter, confess it to Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and man. "If 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous." If you have sinned by withholding from God His own in tithes and 
offerings, confess your guilt to God and to the church, and heed the injunc-
tion that has been given you, "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it."  {SpM 5.5} 
 
      Praying for the sick is a most solemn thing, and we should not 
enter upon this work in any careless, hasty way. Examination should be 
made as to whether those who would be blessed with health have in-
dulged in evil speaking, alienation, and dissension. Have they sowed dis-
cord among the brethren and sisters in the church? If these things have 
been committed, they should be confessed, before God and the church. 
When wrongs have been confessed, the subjects for prayer may be pre-
sented before God in earnestness and faith, as the Spirit of God may move 
upon you.  {SpM 6.1} 
  
      But it is not always safe to ask for (un?) conditional healing. Let 
your prayer include this thought, "Lord, Thou knowest every secret of the 
soul. Thou art acquainted with these persons, for Jesus their advocate gave 
His life for them. He loved them better than we possibly can. If therefore it 
is for Thy glory, and the good of these afflicted ones to raise them up to 
health, we ask in the name of Jesus, that health may be given them at this 
time."  {SpM 6.2}  
 
 In a petition of this kind, no lack of faith is manifested. There are 
cases that are clear, and the Lord works with His divine power in their 
restoration. The will of God is evidenced too plainly to be misunderstood. 
The Lord does not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men. Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He 
knoweth our frame, He remembereth what we are dust. He knoweth our 
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hearts, for He reads every secret of the soul. He knows whether or not 
those for whom petitions are offered would be able to endure the trial and 
test that would come upon them if they lived. He knows the end from the 
beginning.  {SpM 6.3} 
 
      Many will be laid away to sleep in Jesus before the fiery ordeal of 
the time of trouble shall come upon our world. This is another reason why 
we should say after our earnest petition, "Nevertheless, not my will, but 
Thine, O Lord, be done." Such a petition will never be registered in heaven 
as a faithless prayer. The Apostle was bidden to write: "Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; Yea saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them." From this we 
can see that every one is not to be judged as unworthy of eternal life. If 
Jesus, the world's Redeemer, prayed, "O My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me," and then added, "Nevertheless not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt," how very appropriate is it for poor, infinite mortals to make 
surrender to the wisdom and will of God. {SpM 6.4} 
 
      In praying for the sick, we are to pray that if it be God's will, they 
may be raised up, but if not, that He will give them His grace to comfort, 
His presence to sustain them in their suffering. Many who should set their 
house in order, neglect to do it when they have hope that they will be 
raised to health in answer to prayer. Buoyed up by a false hope, they do 
not feel the need of saying words of exhortation to their children, parents, 
or friends, and it is a great misfortune. Accepting the assurance that they 
should be healed when prayed for, they dare not make a reference as to 
how their property should be disposed of, how their family is to be cared 
for, or express any wish concerning their matters of which they would 
speak if they thought they should be removed by death. In this way disas-
ters are brought upon the family and friends. For many things are left 
unmentioned, because they fear expressions on these points would be a 
denial of their faith that should be understood. Believing that they will be 
raised to health by prayer, they fail to make use of hygienic measures that 
are in their power to use, fearing that it would be a denial of their faith. I 
thank the Lord that it is our privilege to cooperate with Him in the work of 
restoration, availing ourselves of all possible advantages in the recovery of 
health. It is no denial of our faith to place ourselves in the condition most 
favorable to recovery.  {SpM 7.1} 
 
 The use of drugs has not been specified as in the Lord's order, but 
He has given special light concerning our health institutions, directing His 
people to practice and cultivate hygienic principles. Such should be taught 
those who are in ignorance as to how to live in accordance with pure prin-
ciples, practicing those things that will preserve the body in a healthful 
condition. Man is to cooperate with God-given ability. He is not to be igno-
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rant as to what are right practices in eating and drinking, and in all his 
habits of life. The Lord designs that His human agents shall act as rational, 
accountable beings in every respect.  {SpM 7.2} 
 
      But though light upon this matter has been shining upon the path-
way of our people for nearly thirty years, yet a large number are far be-
hind the light. Our churches are ignorant of hygienic principles and prac-
tices. We ought to be far advanced in wisdom, understanding what the will 
of the Lord is. We ought to know how to keep our minds pure and our bod-
ies in a healthful condition.  {SpM 7.3} 
      
 But though we have sinned, we may come to Christ in penitence, 
and find pardon. We can not afford to neglect one ray of light God has 
given. To be sluggish in the practice of those things which require dili-
gence, is to commit sin. The human agent is to cooperate with God, and 
keep under those passions which should be in subjection. To do this he 
must be unwearied in his prayers to God, ever obtaining grace to control 
his spirit, temper, and actions.  
 

Ellen G. White - July 5, 1892 {SpM 7.4} 
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